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From the Pastor
70

“Called to Be the Church,” will be our
series that we are going to launch into

‘—‘\3 ) this spring, beginning May 5! This
A series will invite us to explore who we
& are, what our community needs, and
ﬂ how we can serve our community. My
hope is that this will begin our journey

of building relationships as a church
with the surrounding communities. If we are honest, the
past still haunts our little church but the good news
is...we can learn from our past and begin to heal, grow
and thrive again as a church community. We can build
relationships again. Relationships built on love, com-
passion and trust.

This series will remind us of who we are as Christians
and what lies at the core of our communities of faith—
things like awe and wonder, togetherness and communi-
ty, enough for all, the glad breaking of bread, and prais-
ing God.

These are things we see reflected and modeled for us in
the Early Church as recounted to us in Chapter 2 of the
Acts of the Apostles.

Over five weeks, we will dive into some of the stories
from Acts, as well as some of Jesus’ stories of the King-
dom of God, and see what they have to teach us, or re-
mind us, about what it means to be a community of faith.

If you have been a part of this worship community for a
long time, Called to Be the Church: The Early Church in
Eastertide might be like looking through an old photo
album, looking back on younger (but not necessarily
simpler) days. Scripture reminds us of who and whose
we are, and the hopes God has for us—to flourish and
serve as God’s hands and feet in the world.

If you are new to this worship community, perhaps The
Early Church in Eastertide might be an invitation into
fuller participation in the kind of dynamic and Spirit-filled
togetherness you've been longing for. All throughout
Acts, we see the Spirit adding to the community those
who feel compelled by God’s vision of wholeness and
peace.
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Whether our community is big or small, young or old,
urban or rural, or digital, or a mixture of all the above, we
are all called as Christians to form the kinds of communi-
ties that are faithful to God’s Word and engaged in God’s
mission.

May this be the beginning of believing that the impossi-
ble is possible!

Pastor Jim

teamlangreder@gmail.com 262-309-5086

OUR TOP STORIES

The Church and Ministry team of the South-

east Association of the Wisconsin Conference, United
Church of Christ and the congregations of First Congre-
gational of Genesee and First Congregational, Hartland
invite all members and friends of the Southeast Associa-
tion Churches to the...

Installation Service for Rev. Jim Langreder
Sunday, May 5, 3 PM
Hosted by First Congregational, Hartland
111 Church St., Hartland, Wi.

This installation will be in-person as well as streamed on
our Facebook page. OR view it on our YouTube chan-
nel.

A reception of appetizers and desserts will follow the
service.

MAY is UNDY 500 month!

Last year (2023) Genesee Church became

the First Runner Up in the Faith Group Category — by
collecting new (in the package) men’s and ladies under-
wear. Overall, more than 2,000 individual items were
collected in 2023, helping the Guest House in Milwaukee
to meet the needs of individuals - ensuring access to
new, essential clothing for the months ahead.

START YOUR UNDIES! A collection box
will be posted outside the Education Center.
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Weicome to the May - June, 2024 edition of the

Messenger. We share Pastor Jim with the Hartland,
UCC. As such, we have the early service six months
and Hartland gets it the other six months.

Our Sunday service is currently at 10:30 AM. On
the first Sundays of the month we meet at the Ed. Center
(that brick building next to the church) — and communion
will be served. The other Sundays of the month we
meet in the church sanctuary.

We have Sunday School for youngsters from Nurse-
ry through Junior-High age. They meet at the same time
and place as the adults, and after the “Time With Our
Young Disciples” follow their teacher(s) to class.

Currently, the Hartland service is at 9 AM and is
livestreamed on the Genesee and Hartland Facebook
page; and You-tube channel (First Congregational, UCC,
Hartland, WI.)

Bible Study

This is your opportunity to learn about the Bible. It

is held every 15t, 2", 4™ and 5" Wednesday, at 1:30 PM.
For specific dates in May, see the events calendar on
page 4. The topic for discussion at each Bible Study is
the sermon message for the following Sunday. There
will be NO Bible Study in June, July or August.

Explore God’s Word Daily

COpies of the devotional booklet: “The Upper

Room” for May — June, 2024 are available. Call the
church office at 262-968-3849, or come to worship ser-
vice on Sunday morning, to get your copy. On every
page is an inspirational reading and accompanying Bible
verse for each day.

Book Club

meets on Thursdays, at the Mercantile Coffee Shop
(first driveway to the left — on Hwy 83, north of the Hwys.
59 and 83 roundabout), at 11 PM. As of the printing of
this newsletter they are reading “Faith Unraveled,” by
Rachel Held Evans.

Pilates

meets at the Ed. Center at 8:30 AM each Saturday
morning.

“The Mission of the Church is missions.”
Albert Todoroff

Church Budget Update:

The most recent income and expense figures are
shown below.

March Income $4,292.00
March Expenses $4,403.05
Net Total - $110.05

We continue to be grateful for all the gifts contribut-
ed by our members. We pray for God’'s grace and
blessings as we continue to navigate through these chal-
lenging times. We value your fellowship. Join us at our
Sunday service, enjoy the beauty of our church building,
listen to the good word and say “hello!”

MAY - JUNE USHERS

The following teams / individuals are scheduled

to usher on Sundays in May and June. Arrive by 10 AM
(for the 10:30 AM service). Your job is to greet people,
hand out bulletins, light candles and take collection. For
the latest update, or if you are unable to fulfill your com-
mitment, please notify Diane Sickels at 262-968-3954.

May 5 Deacons
May 12 OPEN
May 19 OPEN
May 26 OPEN
June 2 Deacons
June 9 OPEN
June 16 OPEN
June 23 OPEN
June 30 OPEN

OFFICE HOURS:

| (Scott Burdette) am usually in the church office
from 2 — 4 PM on Wednesdays and Thursdays. The
office phone number is 262-968-3849.

In addition, below are the Rev. Jim Langreder’'s
hours (during a typical week). In emergency, call Pastor

Jim at 262-309-5086.

Monday: Genesee 8 AM—2:30 PM
Tuesday: Hartland 8 AM — 2:30 PM
Wednesday: Hartland 8 AM - 12:30 PM
Genesee 12:30 AM - 2:30 PM
Thursday: Genesee 8 AM - 12 PM
Hartland 12:30 PM - 2:30 PM

We have a BRAND NEW LOCK BOX that was re-
cently installed (thanks to Rhea Whiteley and B. J. Wil-
liams). You may place orders, or other documents
(when no one is in the office). The box is secure,
weatherproof and will be checked daily.



HOPE CENTER
MEAL SERVICE DATES FOR 2024.
NEW LOCATION!

A special THANK-YOU to those individuals who

volunteered and served the meal on Wednesday, April
10. Our church is one of 46 congregations, throughout
Waukesha County, which serve the meals at Hope Cen-
ter in Waukesha. The service dates are, every week
except holidays, Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
Meals are served at 5:30 PM — with volunteers asked to
arrive by 5 PM. Our additional service dates for 2024
are...

Friday, June 28
Friday, November 29

We are asked to have 6 — 8 volunteers present to
serve, on average, 60 — 70 people. Trays of desserts:
cookies, brownies, cake, etc. are also asked for and are
always well appreciated. NEW! Hope Center is now
located at 101 W Broadway, in Waukesha.

TOUCH BASE TUESDAY

Join Pastor Jim for lunch, drinks and conversation
about whatever is on your mind and heart.

EVERY TUESDAY 11 AM -1 PM
Phoenix Restaurant, 129 Cottonwood Av. in Hartland

GRADUATING? LET US KNOW!

Acre you graduating from High School, college, etc.
in May or June? Do you know of someone who is? Let
us know. Call the office at 262-968-3849. Graduates
will be listed as soon as the office knows of them. Thank
you!

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING (OGHS)

A special THANK — YOU to everyone who gave,
throughout the month of March to the One Great Hour of
Sharing offering. Your gift to One Great of Sharing
(OGHS) makes an investment in communities world-
wide, providing education to boys and girls, empowering
communities through vocational training, giving families
the skills to support themselves and patrticipating in sus-
tainable solutions that offer dignity to all.

across the UCC who contribute through their local con-
gregations. The funds raised from this offering support
several critical areas.

1. Leadership Development: Investing in the
growth and training of leaders within the UCC.

2. New Churches: Supporting the establishment
of new UCC congregations.

3. Youth Ministry: Nuturing the spiritual life of our
youth and young adults.

4. Innovation in Existing Congregations: En-
couraging fresh ideas and practices in estab-
lished UCC churches.

By generously participating in this offering, you actively
contribute to the growth and vitality of the Body of Christ.

A special offering will be taken Sunday, May 19. Please
give generously.

BUILDING RENTAL AVAILABLE

Do you have a large family gathering, wedding,
birthday party, etc., but not enough room to host it?
Both our Ed. Center and Church are available to respon-
sible parties. Call the church office at 262-968-3849
for details and a rate schedule.

WATER HEATER INSTALLED

Your Trustees (B. J. Williams, et al) have just in-
stalled a much needed water heater in the church base-
ment. The old, leaky one was removed for disposal.
The furnace room has been freshly painted and new
shelving, for storage, was installed. The water tested
good!

SPRING CLEAN-UP A BIG SUCCESS

“For everything there is a season, and a
time for every matter under heaven.... a
time to cast away stones, and a time to

gather stones together, ...”
- Ecclesiastes 3: 1, 5a.

On Sunday, April 21 many volunteers gathered af-
ter church for a clean-up and sprucing-up of our church
yard and the inside of our Ed. Center. A special
THANK-YOU to everyone who cleaned and gathered.
The event was followed by sloppy-joes and a pot luck.

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH (STC) offering

This offering is a collective effort within the United

Church of Christ to cooperatively build up the UCC
community. The shared commitment involves people

Verse of the month

“How precious to me are thy thoughts, O God!
How vast is the sum of them?!”
Psalm 139:17 (RSV)



WISCONSIN CONFERENCE
ANNUAL MEETING

June 7 (FR) —June 9 (SU) at the Green
Lake Conference Center.

Keynote address: Rev. Shari Prestemon

When the world is gripped by war and unrest, and
when fears and anxieties swirl around us in the Church
and in our own lives, it's tempting to tune it all out. How
can we stay present, and tune in to hear the stories of
others? How is God speaking to us even amidst the
messiness?

Our church is allowed two persons as dedegates.
Others may come as visitors.

Events Calendar
MAY - JUNE events

Listed here are the dates of meetings, holidays
and events in May and June. All dates are correct at the
time of publication. All events are at the Ed. Center, un-
less otherwise noted.

Service time is Sundays, 10:30 AM — at church.
First Sundays of a month, the service is at the Ed. Cen-
ter — and we will have communion.

Bible Study continues on the 15t 2" 4% and 5™
Wednesdays of the month at 1:30 PM. There is NO Bi-
ble Study if the date is a 3 Wednesday. There is NO
Bible Study in June, July or August.

Book Club meets every Thursday at 11 AM. The
location is the Mercantile Coffee Shop. (first driveway to
the left — on Hwy 83 - north of the Hwys. 59 and 83
roundabout)

In addition, the Ed. Center is used for a Pilates
class which meets 8:30 AM each Saturday.

MAY, 2024

WE1 MAY DAY
1:30 PM: Bible Study
Deadline for pre-order and payment for flowers
and bakery.

TH 2 11 AM: Book Club

SA 4 8:30 AM: Pilates

SUS CINCO de MAYO
10:30 AM service at the Ed. Center

w/ communion

3 PM: Installation service for Rev. Jim
Langreder — Hartland UCC

WE 8 1:30 PM: Bible Study

TH9 11 AM: Book Club

SA 11 8:30 AM: Pilates

4
SU 12 MOTHER’S DAY .
10:30 AM service at church

WE 15 NO Bible Study
TH 16 11 AM: Book Club
FR 17 10 AM: Unload flower truck

SA 18 NO Pilates
9 AM — NOON: Pick-up flowers and bakery
SU 19 PENTECOST
10:30 AM service at church
Strengthen the Church (STC) offering
June special edition copy due

MO 20 2 PM: Executive Board
TU 21 1:30 PM: Outreach

WE 22 1:30 PM: Bible Study

TH 23 11 AM: Book Club

SA 25 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU 26 10:30 AM service at church
MO 27 MEMORIAL DAY

WE 29 1:30 PM: Bible Study

TH 30 11 AM: Book Club

JUNE, 2024

SA 1 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU 2 10:30 AM service at the Ed. Center
w/ communion

THG6 11 AM: Book Club

SA 8 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU9 10:30 AM service at church

TH 13 11 AM: Book Club

FR14 FLAG DAY

SA 15 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU 16 FATHER’S DAY
10:30 AM service at church
July - August edition copy due

WE 19 JUNETEENTH

TH 20 SUMMER SOLSTICE

10:50 PM CDT (summer begins)
11 AM: Book Club

SA 22 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU 23 10:30 AM service at church
MO 24 2 PM: Executive Board
TH 27 11 AM: Book Club

SA 29 8:30 AM: Pilates

SU 30 10:30 AM service at church

THINK RUMMAGE by Rhea Whiteley

We will have a Church Rummage Sale the 1%t week
of August. Start thinking of items you wish to donate!
The dates and times are Thursday, August 1, 9 AM - 5
PM; Friday, August 2, 9 AM — 5 PM; and Saturday, Au-
gust 3, 9 AM- NOON.



Notes from the Middle

In October 2012, | journeyed to Lebanon, Kansas.

Today, | am standing in the middle of America. Lo-
cated in a park near the junction of AA Road and 130
Road, the geographical marker — pictured above -
marks the exact center of the contiguous 48 United
States. If you were to make a cardboard cutout of the
(lower 48) United States and balance it on a pin, the pin
would puncture the cardboard right here.

On a cool October afternoon, | sat down at a picnic
table in the park. | sense the awesome isolation of this
place. The nearest town, Lebanon, Kansas, is two mile
to the southeast. Its water tower and grain silos beckon.
A solitary farmstead sits in the valley across from the
park. In every other direction, harvested fields reach to
the horizon. The tourists, if there were any, have left for
the season. In some ways this place is like many others
in America’s heartland; and yet, by location alone, it is
very special. At this very moment, I, alone, am the most
central person in America! Lest | be overcome with vi-
sions of great power and grandeur, | humble myself with
the realization that this temporary “power” is one of loca-
tion only. Too soon, | will again be off-center — just like
everyone else.

The fact is that all of us are born off-center; not just
in physical location, but in our relationship with God. A
long time ago, when God had finished creating the
world, He made a special place at the center of His crea-
tion. Adam and Eve knew it as “Eden.” They lived a
good, well-centered life. God “walked” with them in the
garden and knew them personally (Genesis 3:8). Long
story short, Adam and Eve sinned against God by not
following His directions. Then were banned from the
Garden of Eden. Since then, Adam’s descendants —
including us — have been living life off-center. All “reli-
gions™ developed since those days have made attempts
to get us back on-center and reconcile us to the will of
God. All have been the vain attempts of us humans, and
all have ultimately failed.

[ *I define “religion” as those attempts by humanity to
try to reach out to God: to reconcile ourselves to God. In
Christianity ALONE, God reaches down to us, complet-
ing the “circuit.” In that sense, and perhaps that sense
alone, “Christianity” is NOT a religion.]

Is there a way to again be reconciled to the will of
God, a way to get back on-center with the life God in-
tends for us to live? YES! Like Dorothy, in the “Wizard
of Oz,” do we need to go back to Kansas to return to the
center of God’s will? NO! Before we chalk off our failure
to be reconciled to God as just another part of our lowly
ly human condition, and write ourselves off as unworthy

of knowing our creator, know this... Even while we were
failing in our attempt to reach God, He has already
reached down to us. God, and God alone, has given us
a “way” to get back on-center with Him! (Romans 5: 8)

That “way” is the true message of the Christmas Sto-
ry. The story begins some 2,000 years ago in a small
backwater town of the mighty Roman Empire: Bethle-
hem. God provided a way for us to be reconciled to Him
and get back on-center with His will. He also gave us a
way to get back the eternal life that Adam lost at the
“closed gates” to Eden. He sent His only son, Jesus, to
us; not as a king or mighty warrior, but as one born in a
lowly manger. The story, as we know it, is very serene.
Angels make a special visit, Mary and Joseph adore
their newborn son, shepherds come to worship Him and
wise men bring gifts. Then we leave the Christmas Pro-
gram and go home. We leave the baby Jesus in the
manger! Wait people! There is more to the story!

Jesus grew up and lived among us, sharing our hu-
man condition. He taught God’s message in the syna-
gogues and on the hillsides; he cared for people and
healed their conditions. He showed us how to get back
on-center with our God and showed us the way to eter-
nal life with Him, in His “kingdom.” Then one day, His
mission on earth was fulfilled. Fearing competition to the
Emperor’s worldly authority, those authorities prosecuted
God’s son and nailed Him, as a common criminal, to a
cross. By “Good” Friday afternoon, Jesus was dead.
That evening, He was lying in a tomb. The Roman offi-
cials gave a sigh of relief. STORY OVER!

WRONG! If all we had were the Christmas Story
and a well-lived life, then Jesus is no more then just an-
other great profit. Mohammed is dead! Buddha is dead!
..."Why do you seek the living among the dead?” “...He
is not here...” “...He has risen,...” (Luke 24:5; Mark
16:6) That first Easter Sunday morning, the resurrected
Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene and the disciples.

We still live with our human conditions. We continue
to disobey God’s will. But now, because of the resurrec-
tion, we can be reconciled, again, to God; we can get
back on-center with His will; and one day we can have
eternal life in paradise. “For God so loved the world, that
WHOEVER believes in Him will not perish, but have
eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Scott Burdette, on the road near Lebanon, Kansas

U. S. CENTER CHAPEL
—inside and outside



Meet The King Family
David, Danielle, James (7), and Gracie (6)

In the heart of our church community lies a family who
exemplifies the essence of togetherness, entrepreneurial spirit,
faithfulness, and warmth. Recently, they made a significant
move by purchasing a home in Genesee and embarking on a
journey of building a small family owned business. In 2023
Sugar Maple Roofing LLC was created with the idea to help
the community and leave a legacy for their family. They chose
the name Sugar Maple Roofing LLC as a homage to Wiscon-
sin’s state tree, the Sugar Maple, symbolizes their deep affec-
tion for the state, its hardworking people, and their steadfast
dedication to delivering exceptional service. During their
downtime from serving their customers, the family finds solace
and joy at the lake indulging in activities such as paddle board-
ing, kayaking, and fishing. They also enjoy pursuits like golf,
camping adventures, and simply relishing moments. Let’s join
in welcoming the King family with open arms.

If you find yourself or a neighbor in need of top-notch
exterior services, don’t hesitate to reach out to the King Family.
Whether it's roofing services or a friendly chat, they're just a
call away.

Dave@sugarmapleroofing.com  262-441-0004

SPRING FLOWER ORDERS DUE MAY 15t
FOR MAY 18" PICK UP AT THE ED CENTER.

SPRING FLOWER AND BAKERY SALE -
SATURDAY, MAY 18TH 9:00AM — NOON

Please tell your friends & neighbors to come out
and buy some delicious homemade bakery and buy
beautiful annual flowers Saturday morning, May 18.

We'll have plenty of sweet treats and homemade
crackers and hardwood smoked cheese in addition to
beautiful annual flowers and accent plants.

Those who pre-ordered Flowers & Bakery may
pick up their orders at this time.

We appreciate your support of this fundraiser to
continue the mission and life of our church!

Happenings:

You may notice a few new items coming to the
Education Building. We purchased a few light-weight
tables for events and you may see a few decor up-
dates. Thanks to all who are helping with the spring re-
fresh!

GO
BREWERS

CINCO de MAYO

Most people don’t know that back in 1912, Hell-
mann’s mayonnaise was manufactured in England. In
fact, the Titanic was carryng 12,000 jars of the condi-
ment scheduled for delivery in Vera Cruz, Mexico, which
was to be the next port of call for the great ship after its
stop in New York.

This would have been the largest single shipment of
mayonnaise ever delivered to Mexico. But as we know,
the great ship did not make it to New York. The ship hit
an iceberg and sank, and the cargo was lost forever.

The people of Mexico, who were crazy about may-
onnaise, and were eagerly awaiting its delivery, were
disconsolate at the loss. Their anguish was so great,
that they declared a National Day of Mourning, which
they still observe to this day.

The National Day of Mourning occurs each year on
May 5" and is known, of course, as Sinko de Mayo.

A FINAL NOTE J

The deadline for the June special edition is Sun-

day, May 19. The deadline for the July - August, 2024
edition is Sunday, June 16. To submit an article, event
information, or to receive your newsletter via e-mail,
send e-mail to:
geneseechurch@wi.twcbc.com
Articles submitted in person need to be typed or
written legibly.

Scott W. Burdette
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Puzzle Challengers

Genesee Church Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS DOWN
1 Swiss peak 1 Luau greeting 1 2 11
4 Workbench clamp 2 Prying bar
8 Golly! 3 Gazes 12
12 Confederate general 4 Capital of Austria
13 Persia, today 5 Retirement acct. 15
14 Love god 6 Made alap
15 Consumes too much 7 Naval officer (abbr.) 18
17 Salamander 8 High military rank
18 Long-legged bird 9 Pizza seasoning 20 25
19 Tent stake 10 Seed
20 Arms depot 11 FDR’s successor
23 Wipe clean 16 Future fish
26 Kid's stipend 19 Church seat 28 |29
28 Waterless 21 Singing voice o
32 Summer hue 22 Peruvian animal
33 Cut of beef 24 Chem. e.g. 37 42
34 Tardy arriver 25 Poet’s “still”
37 Not fresh 27 Till bills 13
38 Free from germs 28 Capone and Pacino l
43 MGM lion 29 Lab animal 45 46
44 Main artery 30 Slanted characters
45 Fail to mention 31 Erases 50
47 Come back into view 35 Corp. head
50 Chinese staple 36 The grim 53
51 Stare 39 Burst
52 Key near the space bar 40 Tire pattern
gi gf%ivtﬁtrer fish j; X"::ns land Answers to previous puzzles in March-April
55 Coloring agent 45 Ball Messenger
46 Hamm or Farrow
47 Fisherman’s pole
48 Conceit
49 Pub beverage
NUMBER CODE Message
Can you decipher this message?
7-1-8-18-21 3-6-5 19-22-25-5-25! 8-2-22-18.
Below are two boxes: the first has numbers and the second
has letters, Locate the number in the first box. Then write
down the letter, in the same position, from the second box.
For example, 23 = B.

ANSWER TO RABBIT HUNTING

EASTER SERVICE

SUNDAY MARCH 31 10:30 AM

17 24 | 1 | 8 |15 Q VIH AR
23| 5 7 (14 16 B/ U T P|X
4 | 6 13 20 22 D O L G| E
10 |12 (19 |21 | 3 W 1l | J K|Y
11 |18 (25| 2 | 9 F NS MC

Secret Message:
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